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~-a~,~e specifically inhibits the i%mcticn of the ~ pzz~h~, a 
minor component of the vizus eavelope, ~hich is involved in two stages of 
inflt~za A viz~ replication, in an a~0ect of vizus tmcoati~ distinct 

med0rane fusion z~r se and in presezving the ~ integrity of 
the acid-sensitive b~lutinin cklrlng its tz~_~rt t.o the pl~ 
membrane of infected cells. In the latter case, b~ catwi,~ a zecbaction 
in the pH of vesicles of the trans C, olgl network, a~antadine effects an 
~-~ediated ccnversion of ~ to its low I~ conformation and as a 
c c ~  blocks virus :mturation. Evidence reg~ the rattwe of 
t h i s  ~enosenon Zcc~her  with the  ~ chazac te r i s t t cs  of  the  
protein indicate that the M2 ~ forms an ion cbarmel, pouib ly  
involved d i r ec t l y  in  the  t r ans fe r  of  S +. I t s  ro l e  in  v i rus  d isassm~ly 
w i l l  be ~ .  ~he locat ion o f  ~ acid ch~gea  ~hich oonfer d r ~  
res is tance  within the ~ doeain ind ica tm that the a n t i v i r a l  
act ion i s  anal_%~,c.___w t o  the 'chamwl-blocking' ant id~olinezgic a c t i v i t y  of  
various ~L~,~,~Lne ~e~ivatlves. 


