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Amantadine specifically inhibits the function of the M2 protein, a
minor camponent of the virus emvelope, which is involved in two stages of

reduction
in the pH of vesicles of the trans network, amantadine effects an
M2~mediated conversion of HA to its low pH conformation and as a
consequence blocks virus maturation. Evidence regarding the nature of

protein indicate that the M2 tetramer forms an ion channel, possibly
involved directly in the transfer of H'. Its role in virus y
will be discussed. The location of amino acid changes which confer drug
resistance within the transmembrane damain indicates that the antiviral
action is analogous to the ‘'channel-blocking' anticholinergic activity of
various adamantane derivatives.



